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November 8 - Make an “Informed” Decision

Alumni News
Connecting Alumni, School and Community 

A 1970 graduate, Diane Harris Hilderbrand loved being part of Clover High School. 
Her love of sports lead her to play basketball and serve as a cheerleader all four 
years at Clover High. During her senior year, Diane lead the cheer squad as head 
cheerleader and served as captain of the basketball team where she was voted 
most valuable player. Diane was a proud member of the 
Athletic Block C and Pep Clubs and was voted most 
athletic and most school spirited during her senior year.   

Diane had a heart of service and spent her life serving her 
family and those around her. She married her high school 
sweetheart and was a devoted mother to their two 
children. Dianne enjoyed teaching Sunday school, served 
as den leader for her local Girl Scout troop, and was 
special events coordinator for her local Boy Scout troop. 

Diane also taught kindergarten at a church school for 20 
years influencing many children in the Clemson area. 

In honor of her service to others and her love of sports and cheerleading at Clover High 
School, the family of Diane Harris Hilderbrand has established a Clover Schools Alumni Association Scholarship in her 
memory.  This scholarship gives preference to female students active in sports (cheer, basketball, etc.) and/or who have 
shown a desire to serve others.  Clover High School students active in sports and/or service are encouraged to apply for this 
scholarship in memory of Diane Harris Hilderbrand.

Blue Eagle pride is at the heart of the Clover School District (CSD) Alumni Association. As alumni, we all remember the 
experiences we had in school, and we reminisce about those experiences with a sense of nostalgia.  For those of us who 
have been here for some time, it’s hard to believe the changes that have taken place over the years.  For example, the 
1946 Clover High School yearbook entitled “The Lucky Leaf” had forty seniors in the graduating class while the current 
senior class has more than 600 students.  What an amazing change over the years! 

Overcrowding is becoming a problem on many of our campuses. While we think of Clover as a small town, Clover High 
School and Oakridge Middle School are among the largest schools in the state of South Carolina at their respective grade 
levels. More than 180 students who wanted to drive to school at Clover High this year are unable to do so because of a 
shortage of parking spaces. Mobile units have been installed at Oakridge Middle, and collaborative spaces were 
converted to additional classrooms.  
The York County Council has already approved building permits for 3,200 new homes within Clover School District 
boundaries. Even without the students who will move into these homes, the district will run out of middle and high school 
capacity within three years based on the promotion of our current students. This year’s freshman class, for example, is the 
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Clover High graduate, Ronnie McGill, was definitely a football standout 
during his time with the blue and gray. McGill played safety, quarterback, 
linebacker, and running back for the Blue Eagles.  During his senior season, 
McGill rushed for 1,827 yards and 29 touchdowns while leading the team to 
an 8-4 record, a second-round playoff appearance, and the school’s first 
region championship in 26 years. On the defensive side of the ball, McGill 
made 350 tackles during his four-year career. In 2003, he was selected Most 
Valuable Player of the North/South All-Star game where he rushed for 119 
yards and scored 3 touchdowns. After graduation, McGill played for the 
University of North Carolina where he was a four-year starter for the Tar 
Heels, rushing for 2,393 yards and scoring 24 touchdowns. His 244-yard 
game vs. Wake Forest in 2003 is the third highest single game total in 
school history, and he continues to rank thirteenth in all-time rushing yards 
at North Carolina. McGill began working in the NFL in 2009 with the 
Tennessee Titans.   From 2012 to 2020, McGill served as a pro scout for the 
New England Patriots. During his time with the Patriots, he played a major 
role in three Super Bowl victories. McGill began working with the Houston 
Texans in 2021 as a pro scout. The Texans named him Director of Pro 
Personnel in June 2022.  

VOTE - continued from page 1. . . 
largest in Clover High School history at nearly 800 students. Large 
enrollment also means that students face more competition to get 
into high-demand courses they wish to take, like culinary arts or 
auto mechanics. There is also greater competition to make athletic 
teams or arts programs that require tryouts or auditions. 

The Clover School District Board of Trustees, in an effort to 
anticipate this growth, approved a resolution to put a bond 
referendum on the November 8 general election ballot. The 
question on the ballot is whether voters should approve $156 
million to build a new high school on property already owned by 
the district on Daimler Boulevard. If the new high school is 
constructed, the current ninth grade campus would be converted 
into the district’s third middle school, thus increasing middle 
school capacity without the cost of an additional building. 
Clover voters will be determining the school experience for future 
students. There is no situation in which things will remain as they 
are now for our schools. Schools will either be overcrowded, or 
they will get relief because the community approved the 
construction of a new high school and the creation of a new 
middle school from an existing building. 

To learn more about the bond, visit www.cloverbond.org.

The Clover School District Athletic Hall of Fame was formed to honor those who, by outstanding achievement 
or service, have made lasting contributions to the cause of sports in the Clover School District.  This month we 
are happy to celebrate our newest inductees.

Fundraising Update 

The Clover Schools Alumni Association would like to thank 
all who participated in our first three fundraisers of the 
year. Please take a minute to note the amount the 
association will be adding to the scholarship fund because 
of your participation. 

Season Football Tickets/Parking Pass Raffle 
During our first fundraiser, the association board sold raffle 
tickets for a chance to win two season tickets in the 
reserved section at memorial stadium along with a parking 
pass for the season.  This raffle brought in $2,215.00.  

Dining For Dollars 
For our next fundraiser, a meal was served at the First 
United Methodist Church.  Dine-in and take-out meals were 
provided for a donation. Dining for Dollars added 
$1,222.00 to the scholarship fund. 

50/50 Raffle 
The third fundraiser is currently taking place at each home 
football game. Clover High School student volunteers  
move through the stands each week selling raffle tickets to 
Blue Eagle fans.  At half-time, a ticket is drawn, and one 
lucky fan receives half of the money collected. With one 
more home game, the 50/50 Raffle has already added 
$1,095 to the scholarship fund. 

$4,532.00 

Celebrating Our Athletic Hall of Fame

http://www.cloverbond.org/
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Thank You  

Clover High School Volunteers 

A special “thank you” to the following Clover High 
School organizations who provided volunteers for 
the alumni association. Students in these 
organizations helped raise scholarship funds 
during this year’s football season 50/50 raffle. We 
appreciate your willingness to assist. 
AFJROTC 

CHS Student Government 

Career & Technology 

Clover Middle School Student Council 
Without your help, raising these funds would not 
be possible.  Thank you for a job well done! 

Calling All Alumni 

The Clover Schools Alumni Association 
would like to thank you for your 
interest in the organization.  Since we 
began, 1,300 alumni have become 
members. Please share information 
about the organization with family, 
friends and classmates and encourage 
them to join our efforts.  Joining the 
association is easy and free. Paper data forms may be 
picked up at the Clover School District Office or 
downloaded from our website at clover.k12.sc.us/alumni 
(under the alumni database registration tab), by calling 
the alumni office at 803-810-8027, or by scanning the QR 
code. Again, please encourage others to join our efforts 
as we work together to connect alumni, school, and 
community! 

HALL OF FAME - continued from page 2. . .  

A 1970 Clover High graduate, Van Hilderbrand was a Blue Eagle basketball 
standout. Hilderbrand was Clover’s all-time leading scorer and held that distinction 
until his record was broken by fellow Clover School District Hall of Famer, Lamont 
Hall, in 1993. During his senior season, Hilderbrand was voted the team’s and the 
conference’s most valuable player. Hilderbrand led the Blue Eagles to an 
appearance in the 1970 AA State Championship game and led the team with 17 
points in a loss to state champion, Bamberg-Ehrhardt. In addition to his love for 
basketball, Hilderbrand also enjoyed baseball, playing at Clover High for three 
seasons. Hilderbrand entered Clemson University in the fall of 1970. He immediately 
new he loved Clemson and has worked in the Clemson Athletic Department for 
many years. Beginning as a student employee in 1971 and continuing until 1985, 
Hilderbrand served Clemson as assistant ticket manager, head ticket manager, 
game day operations manager and game day parking manager. In 1985, 
Hilderbrand was promoted to Assistant Athletic Director and in 1990 was named 
Associate Athletic Director. In 2003, he became the Associate Athletic Director of 
Event Security, a position he held until his retirement in 2015. Since 2015, 
Hilderbrand has continued to work as a consultant and assists with game day 
operations for Clemson Athletics. In all, Hilderbrand has worked in Athletics at 
Clemson for the past 51 years and has been an integral part of the tremendous 
growth and success of the Clemson Athletic Department.  

First United Methodist Church 

Thank you to the First United Methodist Church for hosting the Clover School 
Alumni Association “Dining for Dollars” meal again this year.  A special thank you to 
Linda and Bobby Abernathy and George Peterson for their help throughout the day!  
Because of your generosity and the support of the First United Methodist Church, 
the association will add $1,222.00 to the alumni scholarship fund.  
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Class News & Information 

Class of 1970
Although COVID-19 delayed their reunion, the class of 1970 was finally able 
to meet together for their “50+2” reunion in May at the Larne Building.  The 
class enjoyed their time together! 

Class of 1972
The class of 1972 enjoyed seeing one another at their 50th reunion on 
Saturday, October 22 at Springlake Country Club.  

Class of 1983
The class of 1983 will have their 40th reunion on August 5, 2023 at the Larne 
Building.  The event will begin at 6:00 p.m.  For additional information, please contact JoAnne Elam-Pylant at 

Vol. 12 4

Although a 1965 graduate at heart, Dianne Stanton Ward was able to 
graduate early and left the halls of Clover High School during the summer of 
1964 to further her education.  During her time at Clover High, Dianne played 
basketball, was in the marching band and dance band, and was  a member of 
the Block C club.  Upon graduation, Dianne entered Coker College where she 
received her Bachelor of Science degree in physical education in 1968.  By 
1979 Dianne had received a Master’s Degree and an Educational Doctorate 
Degree in physical education from the University of North Carolina in 
Greensboro.  Dr. Ward has been involved in post-doctoral research training in 
cardiovascular health at the University of South Carolina School of Medicine 
and at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario in children’s pediatric 
exercise.   

Currently, Dr. Ward is Professor of Nutrition at the University of North Carolina Gillings School of Global Public 
Health.  She directs the Children’s Healthy Weight Research Group, a team that develops and evaluates 
evidence-based strategies for obesity prevention and health promotion for children and their caregivers.  
During her time at the University of North Carolina, Dr. Ward’s team developed Go NAPSACC (Nutrition and 
Physical Activity Self-Assessment for Child Care), an online program for childcare that supports children’s 
lifelong health and well-being.  Go NAPSACC is used in more than 20 states and reaches more than half-million 
children annually.  Recently, she was recognized as a “World Expert” in childcare by Expertscape, a service that 
ranks biomedical researchers.  She was noted to be among the top 1% worldwide of published authors in 
childcare research, and among the top 10% in the U.S.  She has published nearly 300 scholarly papers and a 
book on children’s exercise promotion.  Currently, Dr. Ward lives in Asheville NC working remotely for 
University of North Carolina and caring for two grandchildren.  The Clover Schools Alumni Association is proud 
to highlight Dr. Dianne Stanton Ward. 

Dr. Dianne Stanton Ward     

Alumni Spotlight 

Class of 1970
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CHS1983Reunion40@gmail.com or at 803-230-8097. 

Class of 1992
The Class of 1992 enjoyed their 30th reunion at the Courtyard 
Marriott in Fort Mill.  A good time was had by all! 

Thank You CHS Class of 1970 

During their class reunion in May, the Class of 1970 took up a collection for 
the Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship fund. Because of their generosity, 
$1,000.00 was donated to the scholarship fund. Thank you, class of 1970, for 
your generous donation!  Because of donors like yourself, Clover High 
School seniors will be able to pursue their dreams! 

Donation Information:

Donor(s): Name:
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Individual Gifts in  
Memory of 

David Monroe Adams  
Dunlap Johnson Chevrolet 

Bobby Armstrong ’70 
Kevin Burton ’78 
Franklin ‘76 & Pam Pendleton ‘77 # 

Jim Bennett  
Johnny Grayson ’65 * 

Because of your donations, the Clover Schools Alumni Association was able to 
provide seven scholarships to Clover High School students totaling $8,500.00 
in 2022. Many thanks to those who have contributed and continue to contribute to the association.

Please consider 
sending your 

donation today . . .  
  

Your donation to the Clover Schools 
Alumni Scholarship Fund can help make 
the dreams of Clover High School 
graduates come true.  Donations to the 
scholarship fund may be made in memory 
of classmates, teachers, friends and family 
members, in recognition of a special 
person or occasion, in commemoration of 
class reunions, and more by using the 
attached form.  The Clover Schools 
Alumni Association is a 501(c)(3) eligible 
(charitable) organization.  

Individual Gifts 

Teresa Bland ’61 

Lynn Edmunds Campbell ’70 **** 

Pam Cato ’71 

Stanley C. Currence ’73 * 

John W. Davidson ‘59 

Millicent ’89, Erin ‘19 & El ’22 Dickey 

David Drennan ’81 

Mr. & Mrs. John Dubil * 

Evelyn Edmunds ’46 * 

Barbara Ann Gnirke ’57 

Allison Harvey ’89 * 

Van Hilderbrand ’70 **** 

Joe ’60 & Bobbie Johnson * # 

Frances Niven ’52 # 

Sandra Wallace ‘60 

* Bronze Donor 
** Silver Donor 
*** Gold Donor 
**** Platinum Donor 
# Multiple Donations in one year

Class Gifts 

William Leonard “Coach” Pate 
William Franklin “Frank” 
Ferguson 
Michael Keith “Mickey” 
McGinnis 
Kay Frances Nivens 
The Class of 1960 * # 

The Class of 1970 **** 

2022 Donations

mailto:CHS1983Reunion40@gmail.com
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Donor Information:

Name _________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ___________________________________ Class Year:  ____________________ 

The donation is: 

_____  General Donation 

_____  In Memory of (Name)  ________________________ (Class year, if alumni) __________

_____  In Honor of (Name)  __________________________ (Class year, if alumni) __________

_____  From the Class of (Year) ____________________________________________________

_____  Other (Please Specify) ______________________________________________________

Comments: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Tax deductible notification should be mailed to: (All donations will be acknowledged by mail.) 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________
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Donation Levels:

Donor $10 - $99

Bronze Donor $100 - $249

Silver Donor $250 - $499

Gold Donor $500 - $999

Platinum Donor $1,000 and above

Please mail this form with your donation to:

Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund

604 Bethel Street

Clover, SC 29710

Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund 
Donation Form
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